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As we head into the holiday season, I want to thank you for your support 
and participation during the first few months of this school year.     In my 
last newsletter, I invited you to follow us via social media and was excited 
to see so many of you accepting that invitation.  We continue to be in the 
classroom and around campus, listening and connecting to students and 
staff and sharing what we see via the district website, Twitter accounts and 
Facebook page.    

www.lgsuhsd.org 
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@LGHSMeasureE 
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Post Secondary – Community Immersion Program (CIP) 
I wanted to highlight the work of an incredible group of educators and the achievements of a special group of 
students.  The CIP Program is a 100% community-based program for young adults 18-22 years old with moderate to 
severe disabilities. This program is housed at WVC, where our students can be with their peers. They learn basic life 
skills and have opportunities to participate in meaningful activities within their community.  It’s exciting to see all our 
students making steady progress towards reaching their individual goals.  Last year, one of our students spoke at a 
national conference; three students obtained paid employment; one became travel independent, and; two students 
received district Student of the Month awards. You can find more information, including their student-written 
newspaper at http://www.lgsuhsd.org/programs/special_education_/post-_secondary  
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

Dec. 23 – Jan. 6  
Winter Break 
 
January 16 
Martin Luther King Day 
 
Junior Parents College Planning 
Workshop  
February 1,8,15  7-9pm  
February 11,18   9:30am-12:30pm 
For more information, go to 

www.parentingcontinuum.org  

 
February 20 - 24 
February Recess 
 

For more about upcoming 

events, visit our website 

at www.lgsuhsd.org  
 
 

 

Congratulations to the following teachers who earned tenure in our district:  LGHS – Christine Chiodo, Rodrigo 

Coppelli, Alex Czech, Annameekee Hesik, Tyler Murgia and Janna Rigby; SHS – Megan Hunt and Susanna Ryan.  

Tenure is often a politically charged topic in education.  In August, the State Supreme Court refused to hear a 

challenge to the current system, Vergara vs. California, and upheld teacher tenure laws.  And, while there is 

often criticism that tenure is granted too soon and too easily, I can say that I am proud of each of these and all 

our tenured teachers.  They have earned this privilege by striving for and achieving an exemplary level of 

professionalism and excellence.  Each day, they bring their best to our students and each other as colleagues.  

Thank you and congratulations! 

http://www.lgsuhsd.org/
http://www.lgsuhsd.org/
http://www.lgsuhsd.org/programs/special_education_/post-_secondary
http://parentingcontinuum.org/
http://www.lgsuhsd.org/


   
 

 
District Data, 2015-16   

 
At the October 18th meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, site and district 
staff shared an overview of 
achievement data for the 2015-
2016.  The full report can be found 
here.  The data confirmed what 
we already know – that our 

students, your children, perform at incredibly high 
standards.  In our second year administering the ELA 
(English Language Arts) CAASPP (California Assessment 
of Student Performance and Progress)/Smarter 
Balanced Assessment, we saw significant growth: 

  

 
 

 
In addition, 87% of our students scored at or above 
the proficiency level on the 10th grade CST 
(California Standards Test) in Science.  Over 81 
percent of our students met the UC/CSU eligibility 
requirements. Almost 30% of our 12th grade 

students performed above the state average on all 
sections of the SAT.   
 
One interesting change is that we are seeing a small 
decrease in the number of AP exams being taken, 
while maintaining an exceptional pass rate.  This 
can be directly attributed to the smaller senior class 
last year; however, another possible causative 
factor is the emphasis on reducing stress – we are 
hearing from students that there is less pressure to 
take more and more AP classes.  We are gratified 
to see a possible shift to create a more balanced 
academic environment while still achieving success 
within a rigorous curriculum.   
 

Our Commitment to Balance 
 
That being said, student success is 
not only measured by these 
numbers; students are valued for 
their contributions as school and 
global citizens, fostering a culture 
where every student counts.  Our 
students shine in athletics, 
performing and visual arts, CTE (Career Technical 
Education), student leadership and through 
community service.   The district’s Strategic Plan 
includes a Strategic Focus on “Student Wellness, 
Balance and Belonging,” and staff are collaborating 
around and being trained to support this whole-
child effort.  Since February 2014, we have been 
partnering with PassageWorks, providing training 
and opportunities to collaborate around the 
principles of “Engaged Teaching,” an approach that 
integrates academic learning with social-emotional 
learning, cultural responsiveness, mindfulness and 
whole systems thinking. To learn more, go to  
http://passageworks.org/engaged-
teaching/overview/#sthash.pECUoeTR.dpuf  In my 
last newsletter, I mentioned the Project 
Cornerstone Survey and the October 3rd all-day staff 
training.  Those efforts are integral to our work.  We 
will be analyzing the Survey data and further 
training and collaboration is planned – reaching all 
students every day, in ways that foster our Strategic 
Vision  “Support all students to develop the skills, 
passions, confidence, and resiliency to pursue 
college and/or career pathways that are right for 
them.” 
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Measure E 
Measure E facilities upgrades continued on 
both campuses throughout the 2016 
calendar year. Both the Board of Trustees and 
the Citizen’s Bond Oversight Committee 
continue to support bringing state of the art 
facilities to our students.   In October, the 
District closed the sale of the final $54 million 
in Measure E Bonds.  In total, the District has 
now received the proceeds from the entire 
$99 million Measure E authorization 
approved in June 2014.  Please see both of 
the District’s Measure E Twitter Accounts --- 
@SHSmeasureE and @LGHSmesaureE --- for 
an extensive pictorial update of all Measure E 
projects to date.  
 
Los Gatos High School Measure E 
With the Upper Fields Projects completed 
and the Lower Fields Projects almost 
complete, the construction team is just a few 
weeks away from breaking ground on the 
largest Measure E project scheduled for 
LGHS: The New Music and Classroom 
Complex.  The Complex will include two 
buildings that will house instrumental music 
and choir, as well as ten new classrooms and 
breakout spaces. Below are two views of the 
complex, the first from Pleasant Street and 
the second from Chicago Avenue (the pool):  

 

 

Floor plans are designed to maximize learning 
opportunities with flexible spaces throughout the 
classroom and open spaces of both buildings.   

 
 
Saratoga High School Measure E 
The New SHS Music Complex is well on its way and 
on track for completion for the start of the next 
school year.  The steel framework of the building is 
truly amazing! The building is working towards 
being weather tight by February, which will allow 
for construction to proceed uninterrupted by 
weather through planned completion in August 
2017! 
 

 
 
The building includes two stories of instrumental 
music and choir instructional spaces.  Over 600 
students per day are expected to utilize the space on 
a daily basis.  

  
 

Thank you to everyone involved in the ongoing Measure E project planning and construction!   
And a special thank you to our staff, students, parents and community for your patience during the unavoidable 

disruptions associated by this exciting work! 
 

https://twitter.com/shsmeasuree?lang=en
https://twitter.com/LGHSMeasureE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

